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Medline

Medline is an authoritative collection of medicine, life sciences, health and biomedical research
provided by the US National Library of Medicine. It contains 31 million references from 5,200
international scholarly journals dated from 1946 and content is updated daily. Medline also offers
an alternative method of searching via MeSH (Medical Subject Headings).

% ¢ LIVERPOOL
) JOHN MOORES

EBSCO is the primary platform for the Medline database; however, content is also included in the
Web of Science database. This guide refers to the EBSCO database platform.

This database is available on and off campus and may be accessed from Databases in the
Electronic Library at: www.ljmu.ac.uk/library/e-library

e Go to Discover, if prompted, Sign in with your UMU username®@I|jmu.ac.uk and password
e Select the Databases option

e Type Medline into the search box and select the search icon

e Select Medline from the results list and then the online link in the View Online box

Searching

Medline will open in Advanced Search mode.

New Search  MeSH 2023  Publications  Indexes

" Searching: MEDLINE | Choose Databases
O Suggest Subject Terms

EBSCO
Select a Field (optional) ~ Search

AND ~ Select a Field (optional) * | Clear

AND ~ Select a Field (optional) ~ | (-

Basic Search  Advanced Search ~ Search History
Enter subject keywords into the search boxes and select Search to find relevant books, journal
articles and proceedings.

1
Select the plusicon " to include additional search boxes if you would like to enter a more
complex search.

Search Tips

Boolean Operators
Boolean search operators: AND, OR and NOT, link your keywords together and enable you
to search more effectively:

e The term AND, will narrow a search to only find records which contain all search
terms, for example:


https://www.ljmu.ac.uk/microsites/library/resources/electronic-library?utm_medium=301_Redirect&utm_source=/library/e-library

diabetes AND insulin

e The term OR, will widen a search to find records containing any of your alternative
search terms, but not necessarily all, for example:
blood OR plasma

e The term NOT, excludes part of a topic or specific terms from a search, for example:
asthma NOT inhaler

Exact word or phrases
You can search for an exact word or phrase of two or more words by surrounding it with
guotation marks. If you type “drug resistant bacteria” in quotation marks this ensures
that the database only retrieves records where these words appear together as a phrase.

Truncation
An asterisk is a truncation symbol that can be used after the first few characters of a word
to include all varying endings of that word in a search, for example hormon* will find
hormone, hormones, and hormonal.

Alternative Search Terms
If you are struggling to find information on a given topic — try changing your search terms
to include alternative keywords, for example an alternative term for vitamin C is ascorbic
acid.
Tick the Suggest Subject Terms box at the top of the Advanced Search screen to identify
alternative or preferred search terms for your topic within the Medline database. This can
be helpful if there are international differences in terminology.

Search Limits
Each search box has a drop-down menu next to it, this enables you to choose where the
database will search for your keywords.

The default setting Select a Field (optional) will search each item record for your search
terms. You can make your search more specific or broader by selecting different options,
for example within the TX All Text, AB Abstract or MW Word in Subject Heading.

o TXAIll Text searches will search the article record as well as the entire full-text
document to identify all possible matches for your search terms. This is a good way
of expanding your search so you don’t miss related results and is particularly useful
if you are looking into a new area of research.

e AB Abstract or MW Word in Subject Heading searches are more specific. If your
search terms appear in one of these fields the article will be completely focused on
your topic or include a major mention of it. This can be useful if there is a massive
amount of research available on your topic as it will help to find the most relevant
and subject-specific results.



Further refinement options such as Age Related, Citation Subset and Clinical Queries are
available on the Advanced Search screen to limit your search.

Limit your results
Full Text Scholarly (Peer Reviewed) Journals
(m] O

Date of Publication Publication

Stat month{Month v Stan\;‘earl:lf End month{Month | Ena year|:| ‘

Author

Abstract Available English Language
O (m]

EBM Reviews Systematic Reviews
(] O

Review Articles Human

(m] (m]

Animal Sex

(m] All

Female

Male
Age Related Clinical Queries
All All
Infant, Newborn: birth-1 month Therapy - High Sensitivity
Infant: 1-23 months Therapy - High Specificity
All Infant: birth-23 months - Therapy - Best Balance
Gitation Subset Publication Type
All All
MEDLINE Adaptive Clinical Trial
OLDMEDLINE Address
In Process v Autobiography
Language Animals
All All
Afrikaans Cats
Albanian Cattle
Arabic - Chick Embryo

You can also limit your searches by Publication Date, Sources Type, Subject: Major Heading, Age
or Gender using the refinement options on the search results page. This is usually the preferred
method for limiting a search because it can be helpful to see how many resources have been
published on your topic in total before adding any limits.

MeSH — Medical Subject Headings

Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) are terms/categories assigned to each article in Medline, which
represent the main subjects examined by the research.

Traditional keyword searches only find research that contains the exact search terms you enter.
MeSH offers an alternative method of searching, whereby the database provides access to all of
the research that the database contains on a specific subject. MeSH searches usually produce a
smaller number of highly relevant search results.

Select MeSH at the top of the screen to begin searching. Enter your subject

term/keyword into the search box and then select Browse.

MeSH T=H View Tutorials

Browse

O Term Begins With O Term Contains ® Relevancy Ranked

Medline will show a list of MeSH terms that closely match your search and identify any preferred
terms for your topic. Select a term by selecting the tick box.

When you select a term, Medline will display additional Subheadings related to your topic that you
may choose to narrow your search, for example Adverse Effects, Diagnosis, Immunology,
Metabolism, Psychology, Toxicity, etc... or you can include all Subheadings in your search by
default.
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Results For: diabetes type 2 subhgadings for: Diabetes Mellitus,
pe /

& Check box fo Click linked term

view subheadings. | for tree view Exﬂ?de T:gp? Scope Include All Subheadings
o Or select one or more
: subheadings to restrict your
search
Diabetes Mellitus, Type 2 (] O B (] Blood/BL [E
[ Diabetes Mellitus Type 1 O (] = [J Cerebrospinal Fluid/CF (2]
Chemically Induced/C] =
[ Diabetes Mellitus O O B o y
[ Classification/CL =]
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Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus Use: Diabetes Mellitus,_Type 2

O
m

[ Diabetes Complications O

O
m

[ Diabetes_Gestational O

There are also other options available to improve your search results: Explode and Major
Concept.

e Explode is used to expand your search. Medline headings are ‘exploded’ to include wider
research that is indexed or connected to the specific term you select, as well as retrieving
all relevant research on the topic and any narrower subsections of it.

e Major Concept refines your search and increases the relevancy of your search results.
Medline will only find research that contains a major mention of your subject or focuses
exclusively on it.

Tick the option to include Explode and/or Major Concept in your MeSH search.
Select Scope for further information about the subject covered by the MeSH term.

To add other terms to your MeSH search, select Browse additional Terms

Browse Additional Terms

at the bottom of the screen and follow the steps as above.

If searching for more than one MeSH term, you need to choose whether to combine your
terms with OR, or AND.

e OR will widen your search and find research that includes any
of your MeSH terms but not necessarily all.

e AND will narrow your search and ensure that research
contains all selected MeSH terms.



Search Database
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Once you have selected relevant MeSH terms select the Search Database button to view your

results.

Displaying Results

Search results are sorted by Relevance although this may be changed to Date order using the drop

down menu.

The number of search results per page and detailed/brief record formats may be selected using

Page Options.

zl Refine Results
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1. [Metformin use and risk of ischemic stroke in patients wi
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2. Predictors of Metformin Failure: Repurposing Electronic Health Record Data to Identify High-Risk Patients

3. Stratification of Nontuberculous Mycobacterial Disease Risk in Type 2 Diabetes Based on Metformin Use: a Population-Based Cohort Study in South Korea.

4. Diabetes treatment for persons with severe mental illness: A registry-based cohort study to explore medication treatment differences for persons with type 2 diabetes with and without
severe mental illness
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type 2 diabetes: A cohort study].
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(Chinese) ; Abstract available. By: Yu H; Yang RT, Wang SY; Wu JH; Wang MY; Qin XY; Wu T, Chien DF; Wu YQ; Hu YH, Beiling da xue xue bao. Yi xue ban = Joumnal of Peking University. Health sciences [Beiling Da Xue Xue Bar Source

55(3), pp. 456-484; Publisher- Beijing da xue; PMID: 37201921
Relevance

1-167X, 2023 Jun 18; Vol

Subjects: Metiormin adverse effects; Diabetes Mellitus, Type 2 complications; Diabetes Melltus, Type 2 drug therapy; Ischemic Stroke chemically induced: Ischemic Stroke
Aged; Aged: Female; Cohort Studies; Prospective Studies; Hypoglycemic Agents adverse effects; Retrospective Studies

Stroke

Stroke etiology; St | Humans; Male; Middle

Orindnt Check for fulltext availability

\glish) ; Abstract available. By: Bielinski SJ; Yanes Cardoze LL; Takahashi PY; Larson NB; Castilo A; Padwika A; De Filippis E; Hemandez V; Mahajan GJ; Genzalez C; Shubhangi; Decker PA; Killian J; Olson JE: St Sauver JL; Shah P; Vella A; Ryu E; Liu H; Marshall GD; Cerhan
JR; Singh D; Summers RL, The Journal of clinical endocrinology and metabolism [J Clin Endocrinol Metab), ISSN: 19457197, 2023 Jun 16; Vol. 108 (7), pp. 1740-1746; Publisher: Oxford University Press; PMID: 36617249

Subjects: Metformin therapeutic use; Diabetes Melltus, Type 2 drug therapy; Diabetes Meliitus, Type 2 epidemiology; Humans; Adult; Middle Aged; Aged; Hypeglycemic Agents therapeutic use; Electronic Healtn Records; Glycated Hemoglobin; Drug Repositioning; Retrospective
Studies

Grindit Check for fulltext availability

(Engiish) ; Abstract available. By: Kim HH: Kim S: Kim MA; Jung GH; Chong YP; Shim TS; Kim YJ; Jo KW, Antimicrobial agents and chemotherapy [Antimicrob Agents Chemother], ISSN: 1098-6596, 2023 Jun 15 Vol. 67
Microbiology; PMID: 37222618

p. €0167522; Publisher: American Society for

Subjests: Republic of Korea: Mycobacterium Infections, Nontuberculous microbiolagy; Diabetes Melitus, Type 2 drug therapy; Diabetes Melitus, Type 2 epidemiology: Metformin therapeutic use: Lung Diseases: Humans; Nontuberculous Mycobacteria; Cohort Studies: Incidence;
Republic of Korea epidemiology

Grindnt Check for fulltext availability

(Engiish) ; Abstract available. By: Bakkedal C: Pereson F; Kriegbaum M; Andersen JS; Grant MK; Mohr GH; Lind BS: Andersen CL: Christensen ME; Siersma V; Rozing MP: PloS one [PLoS One], ISSN: 1932-6203, 2023 Jun 13; Vol. 1 (6), pp. e0287017; Publisher: Public Library of
Science; PMID: 37310947

Subjects: Diabstes Mslitus, Type 2 complications: Diabstes Melitus, Typs 2 drug therapy: Diabstes Melitus, Type 2 epidemiology: Mental Disorders complications: Mental Disorders drug therapy: Mental Disorders

Metformin
Humans; Adult; Cohort Studies; Registries; Glucose
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fatus of patients sufferina from cancer1

etails of an item, either select its title or hover your mouse over the magnifying

display the abstract/summary.



: i , Linked Full Text _
To view full-text content — select the Linked Full Text link to open the article

o . . Oéind It Check for fulltext availability
within Medline or select Find It to check for full-text

availability from other electronic resources.

Email, Print, Save

You can print, email or save selected item records from the list of search results in Medline.

Select the blue Add to Folder icon next to an item record that you wish to keep.

The icon will turn yellow to indicate the item is in your folder.

At the top of the screen select Folder to view all item records you have identified.

Tick the checkbox next to individual item records or select all, then choose whether you wish to
Print, Email or Save the records from the side menu.

=3 Print

Iltem records are stored temporarily in the Folder for the duration of your internet browsing
session. You can register for a free personal account with the database to permanently save
record details.

You can also Print or Save full-text content from within a PDF Full Text document by selecting the

appropriate icon on the toolbar. = B

Export Citations
You can export citations into Referencing Managing software such as EndNote.

Select the blue Add to Folder icon next to an item record that you wish to keep. The icon will turn
yellow to indicate the item is in your folder.

Go to the folder and select the checkboxes next to the item records you wish to export. Select
Export from the options on the side menu.

Select the appropriate format from the list presented and then select Save on the left side of the
screen.



Save citations to a file formatted for:

@® Direct Export in RIS Format (e.g. CITAVI, EasyBib, EndNote, ProCite, Reference Manager, Zotero)
O Direct Export to EndNote Web

' Generic bibliographic management software

O Citations in XML format
O Citations in BibTeX format

(' Citations in MARC21 format

( Direct Export to RefWorks
O Direct Export to EasyBib
O Download CSV

O Direct Export to NoodleTools

Alerts

You can save your searches and set-up database alerts to notify you when new resources are
published that match your search criteria. This helps you to keep up to date with research and
new developments/innovations in your subject area.

You will need to register for a free personal account with Medline in order to use this feature.

To set-up an alert — sign in to your personal account and perform your search.

Select Share

[= Share ~

From the list of options, select E-mail Alert

at the top of the search results page.

Create an alert :

7 E-mail Alert

in the Create An Alert section.

Name your search alert and provide your university email address. Choose how frequently you
would like to receive email notifications about new resources, for example weekly or monthly.

Alerts will stay active until you delete them.

You can view and edit your alerts by logging into your personal account, selecting Folder and then
Search Alerts from the menu on the left side of the screen.

3 < my Folder
Articles (3}
Images (0}
Videos (0)
Companies (0)
Pages (0)
eBooks (0)

audioBooks (0)

Holds (0)
Notes (0)
Other Content Sources (0)

Persistent Links to
Searches (0)

Saved Searches (0)
Search Alerts (2)
Journal Alerts (0)

VWeb Pages (0)

Alternatively, you can select Search History, which is located underneath the Advanced Search
boxes, then select Retrieve Alerts.

To change the alerts, select the Edit Alert icon.

| Edit Alert



Further Help

Further help is available by selecting Help in the top right corner of the screen. You can also
contact your Academic Engagement Librarian for help and guidance via LIMU HelpMe.

Guide Updated: June 2023

By: Kelsey Johnston


https://helpme.ljmu.ac.uk/#dashboard
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